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Past President: Greg Beckler
Natural Stone Bridge & Caves, NY
Ph: 518-494-2283 gbeckler@frontiernet.netet

REGIONAL DIRECTORS
Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT)
Rob Arey –Polar Caves Park, NH
rob.arey@polarcaves.com Ph: 603-536-1888
Region Two:
(MD, VA, WV, KY)
John Graves – Luray Caverns, VA
john.graves@luraycaverns.com Ph: 540-743-6551
Region Three: (IL, IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
claudia@squireboone.com Ph: 812-732-4382

Wishing Happy Holidays NCA Family & Friends

Region Four: (AR, IA, KS, MO, NE)
Dennis Boyer - War Eagle Cavern, AR
wareaglecavern@gmail.com Ph: 479-789-2909
Region Five: (MN, MT, ND, SD, WI)
Tom Hagen - Rushmore Cave, SD
tom@rushmorecave.com Ph: 605-255-4467
Region Six: (CA, ID, NV, OR, WA, AK, HI,
Barbados, Bermuda)
Matt Doyle – Lake Shasta Caverns, CA
mdoyle@lakeshastacaverns.com
Ph: 800-795-CAVE
Region Seven: (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)
Steve Beckley – Glenwood Caverns, CO
steve@glenwoodcaverns.com Ph: 970-945-4CAV
Region Eight: (LA, OK, TX)
Ed Mayfield – Caverns of Sonora, TX
edmayfield@mac.com Ph: 325-387-3105
Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN)
Tim Lacy – DeSoto Caverns Park, AL
timlacy@me.com Ph: 256-378-7252
Directors at Large
Steve Runkle - Cave of the Winds, CO
rsr@caveofthewinds.com Ph: 719-685-5444
Aaron Ginn - Sierra Nevada Recreation, CA
asginn@caverntours.com Ph: 209-736-2708

Message From The Retail Chair
Happy December Everyone!
There is so much to tell you I'm not sure where to begin. First of all a huge Thank You
to IGES and their entire team. All the cave buyers that attended the Tennessee Gift
Shows had the opportunity to attend a free buyers dinner that IGES set up for us. The
meal was wonderful but the sharing of information and seeing old and new friends was
the BEST! Our new friends from Raccoon Mountain entertained us and fit in perfect!
And we can't forget Dee's face when she tried out the Dill Pickle flavored candy barrel!!
A few new finds ranged from cave dolls to packets that heated up and are reusable. I
am so happy to be apart of this great group of buyers

The next thing on our radar is the NCA Cave Bag. It has been redesigned and will be ready for 5/1/15
ship dates. During the NCA Buyers dinner in Pigeon Forge the NCA Bags were discussed. Many of
us did a deal that if our customer bought
$50.00 worth of merchandise they would
receive a free NCA bag. I know at Squire
Boone Caverns we were able to take
several $40.00 purchases to over $50.00
because they wanted the bag. What we did
learn during our buyers round table is many
of the caves have gone to a $60.00 dollar
or even a $75.00 purchase to get the bag
free. See information below on how to
order your NCA Gift Bag.
Your NCA Retail Committee and the Convention Committee have been
working on next years convention for months and months now. As you know
the convention will be held in Wisconsin in 2015. Details on the vendor show
should be announced by the beginning of the year.
NCA Buyers Group! If your cave's buyer is not apart of the NCA's
buyers group please let me know so we can get them signed up!
It's all apart of your membership and it is a great source for buyers.
Did Everyone check out Souvenirs, Gifts & Novelties??? I'm a little
behind but I finally looked through the October issue and WOW!!
A shout out goes to Mary Jo with Natural Bridge Caverns and her
staff! Great pictures and great tips that we can all use! Jeff
Campbell with Fantastic Caverns and Bernard Ingram with Mercer
Caverns did a great job also with great ideas and tips. And we can't
forget about Steve Thompson with Bridal Cave and that beautiful
picture of those amethyst cathedrals.

In the same issue is a "Souvenir Mining Report" Melissa with Cave of the Winds and Travis with
Natural Bridge Caverns are also quoted on their Gem Mining operations! Good Job!!
And two of our Affiliate members are mentioned: Sandy Creek Mining and Squire Boone Village.
I also want to welcome a new member to our Retail Committee, April Hagen with Rushmore
Cave. I'm very excited to have April as part of our team and I know she will be a huge help!
Have a great Holiday Season and I wish Everyone a GREAT 2015!!

Claudia Yundt
Retail Chair

The Entire
Gang
Attending
The NCA
Buyers
Dinner At
IGES

Order Your NCA Bag Now!
Style 15799CAVE


Recycled Polyurethane (RPET) - made from Recycled Water Bottles
 Contains 80% Post Consumer Materials
 PETE-1 Recyclable
 16*13*8 Inches Dimensions
UPC 872772 007996
$2.00 Each/Minimum 12 Pieces
$1.80 Each/Minimum 144 Pieces (Master Carton)
144 pieces with Name Drop (one side) $2.85 Each*
288 pieces with Name Drop (one side) $2.50 Each**
720 pieces with Name Drop (both gussets) $1.90 Each***
1440 pieces with Name Drop (both gussets) $1.60 Each***

MAY 1, 2015 AVAILABILITY

Stock Bags have National Caves Association logo on both gussets
* Second Side +$0.85 Per Bag - **Second Side + $0.50 Per Bag - Allow 10-15 Days Turnaround for
Domestic Imprint
***Direct Import Program - Advance Purchase Only by January 15, 2015

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SALES REP OR 800.905.1549 TO ORDER

Ruby Falls Debuts Christmas Underground
Visit the Ruby Falls gem mines and discover Joystone, a rare
gemstone that helps spread the spirit of Christmas! An
adventure to see Santa leads to an ice cave where you will
watch miners and elves play, catch a view of the Northern Lights
and journey through the Sugar Plum Fairy Village. Help Santa
and his miners search for Joystone and experience the
celebration of this special holiday in a brand new way!

Admission for this tour is $9.95 for everyone ages three and up,
with combo tickets also available to purchase for the regular cave
and waterfall tour. Kids receive joystone at the end of the
Christmas Underground experience. Carriage rides return as well,
Fridays through Sundays from 3 pm to 7 pm. To find out more info,
visit www.rubyfalls.com/christmas or call 423-821-2544.
Watch The Video: http://vimeo.com/110777348

International Association Amusement Parks & Attractions
Sandy Creek Mining Company and Amaze Mazes were two of the NCA Affiliate Members who were exhibitors at the annual IAAPA
trade show in Orlando November 18 - 21. A few NCA members like Steve Thompson, Steve Rawlings, Bernard Ingram, Gary & Susan
Berdeaux, and Bob Holt headed down to Florida to help Woody, Terrie, Jason and Justin and their staff in manning the Sandy Creek
Company booth.

Woodruff twins Jason & Justin meet a couple young fellows
also twins and ironically named Jason and Justin at the Sandy
Creek Mining Company booth at IAAPA.

Greg Gallavan and Vickie of Amaze Mazes show
their product at the IAAPA show. Amaze Mazes
is one of our new 2014 NCA Affiliate members.

International Show Caves Association Elects Brad Wuest President
G’day mates! United States show caves were well represented at the
recent International Show Caves Association (ISCA) Congress held in
Australia at Jenolan Caves. Our Aussie hosts put on an excellent
Congress with great presentations on subjects such as LED lighting,
building cave guides interpretive skills and numerous show cave
management techniques and practices. The Congress provided a
great opportunity to network and share ideas with show cave owners,
managers and scientists from around the world.

David Summers from Crystal Caves
in Bermuda completed his 8 years
(2 terms) of dedicated service as
ISCA’s President when the new
Board of Directors was elected.
Fortunately David was persuaded
to remain on the
Board as a
Director instead of riding off into the
sunset!
Brad Wuest from
Natural
Bridge
Caverns in Texas was
elected
ISCA
President.

Also of note, the revised “Recommended Guidelines for the Development &
Management of Show Caves” was approved by the membership. The
previous version of the Guidelines were debated and voted down 4 years
ago at the previous Congress which led to collaboration and significant effort
to produce a document that the world of caves could support activities
before, during and after the congress included seeing the sights of Sydney,
checking out the variety of tours Jenolan offers, field trips in the Blue
Mountains, visiting gardens and rainforests, spotlighting for wildlife and visiting more caves. The food, beer and wine were excellent
and the hospitality of the Aussie hosts was spectacular!

Brad Wuest
ISCA President

"The NCA Congratulates Our Own Brad Wuest As The New ISCA President"

More Photos From ISCA 2014 at Jenolan Caves,Australia .... Thanks to Rod Graves & Brad Wuest

Message From The President
First of all I hope that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving filled with family, friends, football and lots of good food.
Next, I'd like to take this opportunity to correct a horrible mistake that was made in a previous issue of Cave Talk. It has been pointed
out that in our October issue in the convention recap we committed a terrible faux paus by referring to Uncle Runkle's "Red Sled" as a
Mustang when it is clearly a red Camaro. How this mistake was made remains somewhat of a mystery especially since I personally
saw the vehicle and immediately recognized it as a Chevy Camaro and Bernard actually rode in it with Uncle Runkle as did our
Executive Director and editor of Cave Talk Bob Holt. I can only surmise that mischievous gremlins were at work leading up to
Halloween so they decided to have some fun at our collective expense by calling the "Red Sled" a Mustang rather than a Camaro.
Needless to say, Mr. Runkle noticed and I received a phone call pointing out this grievous error. Anyway, I just wanted to set the record
straight and make it clear that Mr. Runkle's "Red Sled" is a Chevy Camaro not a Ford Mustang.
Finally, as we prepare for the upcoming holidays and get ready to spend time with family and friends I want to wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year! I hope that you all have a wonderful fun filled and joyous holiday season.
Say
Mr.
Runkle,
do
you
lend
your
"Red
Sled"
to
Santa
on
Christmas
Eve?
Merry Christmas Everyone!
Steve Rawlings
NCA President

NCA Insurance Column - NCA members’ resource for
insurance information, news, education and industry hilarity
Celebrating Safely Through The Winter Holidays
For many of us, the winter holidays are a time of
joy, celebration and tradition. We look forward to
hosting or attending festive gatherings. We travel
near and far to share in the spirit of the season with
family, friends and co-workers. We cook more, shop
more and decorate more.
However, all that extra cooking, traveling, shopping,
celebrating and decorating we do can post
potentially serious hazards at home, in the office
and on the road. Reports from leading safety organizations indicate that the time from Thanksgiving through the New Year is also one
of the most dangerous for homeowners.
Whether you are planning or participating in the festivities, knowing the risks and how to help avoid injury, theft and damage to property
through
the
holiday
season are
important
however
you
choose
to
celebrate.
Fire hazards: According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), home fires and home fire deaths peak between December
and February.* Cooking is the leading cause of home fires year round, and the increased use of stovetops and ovens for preparing
holiday meals can increase the risk. Holiday decorations and the open flames of fireplaces, candles and sparklers used during
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, New Year’s and other holidays can also pose a threat.
To help reduce the risk of fire, consider using non-flammable or flame-retardant decorations. If you decorate a Christmas tree this time
of year, select a quality artificial tree and decorate with only UL-listed lights. If you choose to have a fresh tree, keep water in the stand
at all times. According to the NFPA, even a well-watered fresh tree should be taken down after four weeks. If you celebrate using a
menorah, consider lighting dripless candles . Remember to keep decorations and trees away from candles, fireplaces and heaters.
Never leave an open flame or stove unattended.
Decorative displays: Decorating the home, office or yard is a
popular way to get into the spirit of the season. Planning your
displays carefully is important to help reduce the risk of fire,
electrical shock, trips and falls, and property damage. Read these
simple decorating safety tips to help keep your family and friends
safe when putting up, playing around or packing away your festive
displays.
Winter driving safety: Over the river and through the woods to
grandmother’s house, shopping malls and holiday parties we go
— all increasing our risk of having to drive in hazardous winter
conditions.
Always check the weather before going out, and avoid driving in
snowy, icy or other severe conditions if possible. Take a vehicle
survival kit stocked with cold weather essentials on every trip, and
try to keep your gas tank full too. Following these and other winter
driving tips can help ensure you and your passengers reach your
holiday destinations safely.

Upcoming Insurance Webinars!!
All at 11:00 A.M. Central Time
January 20th - What To Do When There’s a
Boo Boo
March 11th - Not My Claim - Techniques in
Risk Transfer

I got it from the Internet, so it must be true…

Contact Us:
If you have any comments, questions or suggestions for the NCA
Column, please contact haginn@caverntours.

Insurance

Heather Ginn
Insurance Committee

WNS Report
RESEARCH:
Georgia State University researcher Chris Cornelason tested the bacteria, Rhodococcus rhodochrous, against WNS and found that the
bacteria does inhibit the growth of the WNS fungus. He is now employed by the U.S. Forest Service and this winter they plan to
introduce the bacteria to a cave. He was originally testing the bacteria for food preservation.
Before WNS, there were no reports of skin infections in bats during hibernation. In 2011, bats from multiple sites in Wisconsin had skin
infections that resembled WNS. When they were tested, they were found to have Trichophyton redelli, a previously unknown species
native to North America. Bats from Indiana and Texas also had this fungus.
ENDANGERED SPECIES LISTING UPDATE:
South Dakota Senator John Thune and Representative Kristi Noem oppose listing bats as endangered citing it would threaten 1500
jobs in South Dakota and that regulation will not address WNS.
The Midwest Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, a wildlife organization that includes Minnesota’s Dept. of Natural Resources
has also argued against placing the Northern long-eared bat on the endangered species list, bringing a total of 39 states arguing
against it.
EDUCATION, CONSERVATION AND INFORMATION:
Zack Snyder (director, Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of Justice) and stars Ben Affleck (Batman) and Amy Adams (Lois Lane), while
filming in Detroit were in a video made by the Organization for Bat Conservation to support bat conservation efforts. Materials from the
movie sets will be made into bat houses.
General Motors plans to use waste adhesive from the production of the 2015 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray to build stalactites for artificial
bat caves.
3,500 homes were planned to be built near Bracken Cave outside San Antonio, but the land has been purchased by Bat Conservation
International and the Nature Conservancy to create a buffer zone for the bats. The Nature Conservancy will manage the property and
has plans to build a visitor center and create hiking trails.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2014/10/28/ten-reasons-why-bats-are-a-lot-cooler-than-youthink/
has
a
nice
article
on
benefits
of
bats
for
those
interested
in
education.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15jJ2thx5qAIHokjcgRGuPdzEX_nHo5tk1Bo29EjrnvQ/edit?pli=1 has an e-book and PDF
download on white nose syndrome (you do have to subscribe to the service – trial membership is $3)

Patty Perlaky
WNS Chairman

From Deep Down in the Archives... Timeline 1981

Photographs Anyone?
Our supply of old photographs is getting
low... I need your help. Please look through
your archives for NCA related photographs
we can use in Cave Talk and ultimately
feature in the NCA's 50th Anniversary
Celebration. The big event is less than a
year away! Contact Bob if you have
something to share.
bob@cavern.com

Some of the folks attending the 1981
Texas Convention. Can you name
them?

Dates to Remember - Mark Your Calendar!















NCA Webinar - "What To Do When There's A Boo Boo," January 20, 2015, 1PM Central
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2015, Tucson, Arizona, January 31 - February 15, 2015
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, March 2 - 4, 2015
NCA Webinar - "Not My Claim-Techniques In Risk Transfer," March 11, 2015, 1PM Central
NSS Convention 2015, Waynesville, Missouri, July 13 - 17, 2015
th
NCA Convention 2015, (50 Anniversary) Host: Cave of the Mounds, Blue Mounds, Wisconsin, September 21 - 25, 2015
NCKRI -The Sinkhole Conference, Rochester, Minnesota, October 5 - 9, 2015
IGES/SSS 2015, Sevierville, Tennessee, November 1 - 5, 2014 & Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, November 2 - 6, 2014
IAAPA 2015, Orlando, Florida, November 16 - 20, 2015
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2016, Tucson, Arizona, January 30 - February 14, 2015
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, February 22 - 24, 2016
NSS Convention 2016, Ely, Nevada, July 17 - 23, 2016
NCA Convention 2016, Host: Squire Boone Caverns, French Lick, Indiana, September 19 - 23, 2016
IAAPA 2016, Orlando, Florida, November 8 - 11, 2016

Got News?
Please make sure you let Bob Holt know when you have news to share with the membership regarding you and your cave. It is the goal
of the NCA office to produce more issues of Cave Talk and this can only happen when you help with the sharing of your news. Please
send your articles, photographs to bob@cavern.com.

January 2015 Cave Talk Deadline
Please have all articles to Bob Holt no later than December 15. Thank you.

